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DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.06 am]: It is my 
pleasure to inform the house that celebrations for Harmony Week 2015 will begin this weekend across 
Western Australia. As members know, Harmony Week is a Western Australian state government initiative that 
takes place every year from 15 to 21 March. Harmony Week is an opportunity for all Western Australians to take 
some time out to focus on our vibrant multicultural state. It is an occasion for everyone—schools, universities, 
businesses and community groups, as well as members of Parliament—to explore and appreciate the 
state’s wealth of cultural, religious and linguistic diversity. 

Throughout our history, or at least a good deal of it, migrants have created long-term economic, social and 
cultural benefits that have provided the foundation for Western Australia to be a dynamic and resourceful state. 
Many local events will be held during Harmony Week, providing further opportunity to discover more about 
Perth’s wealth of cultural diversity. The Office of Multicultural Interests has provided $5 000 grants to each of 
the following events. First, the Ishar Multicultural Women’s Health Centre will hold Mirrabooka Harmony Day, 
which will include multicultural performances. The culturally and linguistically diverse community has been 
involved in all aspects of the event, including planning and delivery, with more than 1 600 people expected to 
attend. Second, the Ballajura Lions Club Harmony Day event will feature food stalls, a traditional Ethiopian tea 
ceremony, a New Zealand haka group and a Chinese lion dance display, with about 3 500 people expected to 
attend. Finally, the Peter Moyes Anglican Community School P&F Association will hold its Grand Community 
Harmony Fete, which will feature displays, international food, sports, rides, music, dance and ethnic group 
awareness workshops and is expected to attract more than 2 000 attendees. In addition, many other 
Harmony Week events will be held at schools and local communities across the state. As the Minister for 
Citizenship and Multicultural Interests, I am very pleased to be participating in a Harmony Week event this 
Saturday at Northbridge Piazza, but more on that later. 

In closing, I would like to bring to the attention of members the fact that Harmony Week and its predecessor, 
Harmony Day, are both Western Australian initiatives. Harmony Day was launched in Western Australia in 
1998, with the federal government adopting it as a national celebration in 2000. In 2003, Western Australia 
changed Harmony Day to a longer celebration of Harmony Week. The first six days of the week will celebrate 
our cultural diversity. The final day, 21 March, has been reserved as a day of reflection based on the 
United Nations’ International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. That day will give us pause to 
reflect on the importance of cross-cultural diversity, understanding and acceptance. 
I take this opportunity to wish everyone a very happy Harmony Week 2015! 
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